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undertaken by a Prince of the Blood Royal and Countess
Hatzfeldt" This made me laugh when I read it; even in
Democratic circles they cannot make up a story without
a certain amount of pad ding niched from aristocratic society.
In this particular narrative are introduced a Royal Prince, a
Countess and an Ambassador; they give an air of reality
to the piece, like scenery and decorations, and emphasize its
importance to the spectator, who is too ignorant to test its
authenticity. I am sorry that the Royal Prince (there are
plenty of them) was not pointed out to Deputy Bebel some-
what more clearly. If he would just mind asking his
informant for more details on that point, it would be
historically interesting to learn which Prince it really was
of the six or eight who were alive at that time. Until he
shall do so, however, I must take leave to deny the incident.
I, at least, required no princely assistance to get at Lassalle,
or bring him to me; and I have not the honour to be
acquainted with Countess Hatzfeldt, whom I last saw in the
year 1835 at the house of her brother-in-law. All the
assertions, therefore, are pure inventions in usum of silly
people, but which should not have been brought forward in an
assembly of this character. Lassalle himself was extremely
desirous to know me personally, and, if I had time to
rummage amongst my old papers, I believe I could find his
letters begging me to gratify that desire, which I made no
difficulty about doing. I met him and talked with him
for an hour, and have never regretted doing so. I did not
see him three times a week, as has been stated, but perhaps
thrice altogether. It was out of the question that our
intercourse should assume the character of a political
negotiation. What could Lassalle have offered to me ?
He had nothing behind him ... In all political negotiations
the dO) ut des is an essential feature, even if kept in the
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